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Dear Students and Parents/Carers,

This booklet has been designed to support Year 9 students and their families as 
you begin the important process of choosing GCSE options. The decisions made 
at this stage will shape the subjects studied over the next two years and play a 
key role in each student’s learning experience and future opportunities.

Inside this booklet you will find an overview of the subjects available at GCSE, 
along with examples of students’ work. These examples are included to give a 
realistic picture of what GCSE study looks like in each subject – the level of 
challenge, the types of skills developed, and the standard of work students will 
be working towards. Our aim is to help students make informed choices by 
clearly showing what can be expected beyond Key Stage 3.

Choosing the right options is important. Students are more likely to succeed and 
enjoy their studies when they select subjects that match their interests, strengths, 
and future aspirations. While some subjects may be required or strongly 
recommended, Options are an opportunity for students to personalise and take 
ownership of their learning.
We encourage students and parents to read this booklet carefully, discuss the 
subjects together, and consider not only current enjoyment but also long-term 
goals. Teachers are available to offer guidance and answer any questions, and we 
strongly recommend making use of this support before final decisions are made.

We look forward to supporting students as they take this exciting next step in 
their education.

Yours sincerely,

Miss Evans
Head of Year 9



Subjects 
Art & Design 

Business Studies
Computer Science

Design & Technology 
Engineering

Food and Cookery
Geography

Health & Social Care
History

Home Cooking
IT

Music 
Performing Arts
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This is a broad-based course exploring practical, critical and contextual work through a 
range of 2D and/or 3D processes and media. 

GCSE Art and Design (Fine Art) gives you the skills and knowledge to create personal and imaginative work. You can choose to 
focus on a specialist area of study from a variety of exciting processes and media to suit your individual interests and abilities. This 
can result in A-level/degree opportunities and careers ranging from painting portraits to producing exotic fashion costumes or 
designing futuristic architecture. If you have an adventurous, creative and enquiring mind and are excited by shaping and 
determining the visual world around us, there is a career opportunity waiting for you.

GCSE Art and Design  
FINE ART

Unit 2: Externally set brief – project set by AQA - 
40% of total mark.

10 hours of sustained focused study (exam).

Unit 1: Portfolio of work. Personal themed 
project set by student - 60% of total mark.

Further study and career opportunities:
Art & Design GCSE provides the perfect spring board for students to progress to A-Level and University.

Future Prospects/Career Options:
The creative industries in the U.K are rapidly growing. They contribute £92 billion to the economy and  
employ over 3 million people. People with creative skills are highly valued in a rapidly changing world of 
work. There are hundreds of special-isms but it is competitive and you need to work hard. • Animator
• Architect
• Art Therapist
• Blacksmith 
• Ceramics
• Cartoon/Comic art
• Community arts

• Graphic design
• Illustrator
• Interior design
• Jewellery design
• Make up/Hair design
• Medical illustrator
• Photographer

Art & Design is suitable for a wide variety 
of students.  Including gifted artists who 
wish to pursue a career in creative 
industries, those wishing to balance 
academic and practical subjects and those 
who simply enjoy Art & Design and are 
willing to work hard.

• Costume design
• Exhibition design
• Fashion design
• Film director
• Fine artist
• Furniture design
• Game design

• Product design
• Sculptor
• Set designer
• Tattoo artist
• Teacher
• Theatre design
• Web design

Drawing produced by year 10 student.
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Cambridge National - Sports Studies
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